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space of time I have counted several dozens of temples,
pagodas,1 joss-houses,2 and churches; and have beheld
the Parsees,3 the lineal religious descendants of Zo-
roaster, worshipping fire; the Hindoos, with equal
earnestess, bowing their heads to Baal in the shape of a
well-oiled black stone, covered with chaplets of flowers
and patches of rice; while in the next street the Maho-
metan ceremonies of the grand Moharem* were in full
display; and in the midst of all a Portuguese procession
bearing an immense cross, and other Roman Catholic
emblems, as large as life.

I have no language competent to give expression to
the feelings produced by the first contemplation of so
strange a spectacle. I was startled, amused, deeply
interested, and sometimes not a little shocked. The
novelty of the scene was scarcely diminished by a
further inspection; which may appear a contradiction
in terms, but is not so in reality. The multitude of
ideas caused by the first view of such an astonishing
crowd of new and curious objects, obscures and confuses

1 [This strange word, perhaps from Persian but kadah," idol house,"
means, in Anglo-Indian parlance, a Hindu temple. See p. 183,
note 2.]

* [A Chinese temple.   Joss is " pidgin" for  Portuguese deos,
god.]

8 [The Parsees are the descendants of the ancient Persians, who fled
to the coast of Gujarat before the oncoming wave of Mahom-
medan invasion about 720 A.D. General Aungier's toleration edict
attracted them to Bombay in 1672, where they settled down as traders
and ship builders. Before this, their principal occupation had been
agriculture and weaving.]

* [Muharram, the Sacred Month, the first in the Lunar Year,
during which the Mahommedan Shiahs celebrate the martyrdom
of Husain, the grandson of the Prophet, at the battle of Kerbela,
680 A.D.    Tabuts or model mausolea, made of tinsel and paper, are
carried in procession and thrown into the nearest water.   The word
Muharram is, however, usually applied to the festival itself, which in
pkces liie^Bombay is carried out amidst scenes of great excitement,
often culminating in dangerous riots.]

24